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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly 

Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa Albanese, Chair, 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  James Sullivan, Christopher Borowy, Michael 

Bunko, William Camp, Jeff Crown & Alicia Novi  

 Alternates:  Shari Guarino 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:     Shari Guarino& R. Ives, Alternate Commissioners   

 A quorum was determined.    

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of May 3, 2018 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as submitted.  Mr. Sullivan 

seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

     - Special Meeting of May 17, 2018 

 The Chair commented we labeled this no wrecks should be brought 

into the yard due to fluid release potential.  I don’t know if it is 

just wrecks.  I think it should be no storage or if there is another 

way to word it. 

 Mr. Borowy suggested:  No towed vehicles.  I think the question 

is that any vehicle that might’ve been picked up by Volpe’s, might 

have the potential integrity issue and that might be way it is at the 

side of the road.  Our intent is to make sure we don’t have any 

leakers on the lot and the only way to preclude that is to restrict it 

solely to the yard’s own vehicles to make sure there is not any 

outside vehicles.   I thought we had agreement from the applicant on 

the site walk about that condition. 

 The Chair suggested the item be tabled for the applicant to 

clarify.   Consensus to table on a voice vote.   

 (See action later in the Agenda.) 
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5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A.  Information/Action – IW #1268 – Application of Volpe & Sons 

Mobil, Inc., seeking to disturb upland review area and floodplain for 

grading, storm water management, and parking lot improvements 

(paving).  Property located at 796 South Main Street. 

 Sev Bovino, Planner, with Kratzert, Jones & Associates 

represented the applicant this evening. 

 He showed a map and oriented the commissioners. 

 To recap, there is an existing house on this site and the plan is 

to remove the house and build a new building with a walk out basement 

that would be used to house the towing trucks.  The towing trucks will 

be parked inside.   No floor drains are proposed.   The employee’s 

parking will be on the other side.  We have six spots there. 

 During the onsite we talked about no long-term parking of damaged 

vehicles on the site.  They will be located in the appropriate area.  

They are not going to be stored here. 

 And, there was discussion on site of modifying the plan to 

shorten the outflow pipe (indicating) so it would be outside of the 

floodplain area.  I now have the floodplain located on the map.  The 

pipe is shown outside the floodplain and the riprap also is outside 

the floodplain. 

 We had staff comments and we responded to them.  One comment was 

that in case we encounter water during the construction is to use 

filter bags.  The filter bag detail is indicated on the plan.  

 The leak off has been changed from paved to a crushed stone leak 

off.  As discussed, we have a catch basin with a hood to prevent any 

pollutants from entering the river.   (Submitted an example for the 

commission to see what is proposed to be used on the catch basins.) 

 As mentioned the last time, the roof drainage would be directed 

to an underground storage here (indicating) for infiltration.  The 

roof water normally is considered clean water.   And, then the 

pavement water will be draining away from the river.  The parking lot 

water away from this leak off, the catch basin and then underground 

storage trench with an overflow out to the river. 
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 There were a couple of notations on the plan.  There is actually 

a map reference #3 and #4.  Shown on the plan in the lower left 

corner. 

 Reference #3 talks about the fact this map is done based on the 

National Flood Insurance Program Flood Insurance Rate Map with the 

rate map and the panel number, et cetera. 

 Reference #4 says that the elevation in this area has been 

calculated to be 135 and it is indicated on the map:  Elevation 135. 

 If you have any questions, I’ll be glad to answer them.  

 Discussion of “long term”.  Mr. Bovino said it would just be 

there temporarily until the morning if it comes in overnight. 

 Mr. Lavallee stated as a point of information when the wrecks are 

out on the highway, they are typically drained of the fluid before 

they tow them back on their flatbed.       

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Bovino added it is probably an industry regulation for 

liability purposes, for insurance purposes.  Maybe you don’t want a 

vehicle with that fluid on your truck.   Maybe problems could develop 

with transporting that. 

 Mr. Borowy said unless the applicant is willing to make those 

documents part of the application or part of the permit, I am 

reluctant to accept there might be vehicles leaving gasoline, 

antifreeze, hydraulics, any of those fluids in the yard.  Even 

temporarily.  Even overnight.  These are potentially damaged vehicles     

on site that has a direct storm drain into the Quinnipiac River.  I 

thought there was a tentative understanding and agreement on that at 

the time of the site walk.  We seemed to have backed away from it. 

 Mr. Bovino clarified he stated at the beginning of the meeting 

there will not be any storage there of vehicles.  You could stipulate 

that damaged vehicles should not be even brought there.  They should 

be directly brought to wherever they need to go, if at all possible. 

 Mr. Borowy queried what if the damage isn’t evident at the time 

it is brought in?   Mr. Bovino suggested stipulating that no towed 

vehicles are to be on the site.   Mr. Borowy agreed.  Let’s do that. 

 Mr. Lavallee asked:   Did you decide whether it is going to be 

paved or not?   The Chair agreed with the improvements of putting in 

impervious.   Mr. Bovino said the applicant felt it was messy and 

wanted to do a clean job.  They want to pave it.  That’s how the plan 

is shown.   It was just something that I thought about during the 

onsite, but it can become messy if it is not maintained properly.   

And, the oils you are so concerned about will enter the ground versus 
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being on the pavement into the catch basin where you can clean them. 

 Discussion. 

 We are not using stone, we are paving stated the Chair.  All the 

more reason not to have vehicles there. 

 Mr. Bovino said with the small area there is really no room for 

the storing of vehicles there, anyway. 

 Storm water calculations is based on pavement. 

 Mr. Borowy stated given the applicant’s revision of the pipe 

shortening as requested on the plan, the revision to the original 

paved surface within the yard and the stipulation there be no towed 

vehicles stored within the yard at all for any lengths of time that we 

move to approve IW 1268.   Mr. Camp seconded.  Motion passed 7 to 0 on 

a roll call vote. 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues/ Unfinished Business/ Miscellaneous 

 Touch a Truck event – Saturday, June 2, 2018 at the Drive-In 

 - Approval of the Minutes for the Special Meeting of May 17, 

2018.  

 The Chair suggested a modification changing the Minutes to read: 

No towed vehicle storage permitted on the property.   Mr. Borowy 

stated which was as a matter of record, the original discussion and 

agreement at the time of the meeting.   Mr. Bovino said they agree now 

that there is no storage allowed of wrecked vehicles. 

 Mr. Borowy so moved the motion for approval with the revisions.  

Mr. Sullivan seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

 - Mr. Sullivan reported on Touch a Truck.  This was postponed 

for two weeks.  I picked up the seedlings two weeks prior to the 

originally scheduled date.  The seedlings were about a month old.  

They survived.  The problem was they were bunched up and getting a 

little bit moldy.  Most survived.  There is still about a dozen left.  

They’re not looking the greatest.  The problem was it was a really hot 
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day and people didn’t want anything to do with planting stuff, I 

think. 

 I set up at a picnic table underneath the pavilion area.  I was 

visible.  There wasn’t a whole lot of interest.   I gave them away as 

I could.          

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Sullivan advised we will be looking for somebody to do that 

next year.   Mr. Borowy offered a thank you to Mr. Sullivan for having 

taken the time repeatedly to be ready for the event. 

 

 - Mr. Lavallee reported the town is going to look at the 

sewer that runs between Scenic Drive and Meriden Avenue.  A cross 

country sewer exists in there and they’re checking it for leaks to 

make sure there is no infiltration.  It is an existing easement with 

the sewer line in it.   If they have to do any crossings they’ll use 

log bridges to get across.  Pretty standard. 

 If they find a leak, they’ll sleeve it.  That’s all from the 

inside.   

 There may be some clearing along the path.  I told them to stay 

away from the vernal pools, if there are any.     

 Discussion on the procedure to be followed. 

 Mr. Lavallee would be out there when they’re doing it. 

  

 - Mr. Lavallee also advised he gave a little speech at the 

Quinnipiac River Watershed Association Trails Day event.  

Representatives were there from the Land Trust.   I told a little bit 

about Southington’s involvement with the taking out of the dam and how 

it opened up the passageway for fish for miles now.   Good event. 

 They had a ribbon cutting for Hanover Pond. 

 DEEP and also the US Fish and Wildlife Service were represented. 

 

 - Mr. Lavallee stated as an open space update there will be 

more maintenance of the trails.  He went out with his boys on Sunday 

and re-marked the Novick Orchard Trails because somebody hacked them 

off --- the trail markers.   We put them at 8’ high.  Three miles of 

trails. 
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 - The linear trail is closed over by Gulf Shrimp.  They are 

staging at the trail and going across to cut trees.   Information is 

posted on the town website.  If not, it is utilities. 

 

 Next meeting is July 5
th
, 2018. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which Ms. Novi seconded.   

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


